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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research, “Problems and Obstacles of People’s Participation on
Direct Mayoral Election: A Case Study of U-mong Municipality,” are to study people’s
participation in the Direct Mayoral Election, to analyze problems, and obstacles of people’s
participation on direct Mayoral election, and to study and propose an implementation plan for the
next Mayoral election. The research was done with doing questionnaires, which were collected
from 385 samples of people who have the right to vote in 11 villages of the U-mong
Municipality, Lamphun province. The results are as follows:

1. The basic information of the samples found that most of them are males. A large
percentage of the samples are 41-50 years of age and married. Most of the samples finished high
school and are employed. The samples earned lower than 5,000 baht.

2. The people’s behavior on using the rights to vote, it was found that the samples
voted about 5-10 times in the elections at the community, Tambon, district, provincial and
national levels, especially, two times of the direct Mayoral election. People got information of the
election from various media such as local public relations, brochures/ leaflets, public
relations’ cars, and individual communication. The factors that make the candidate valuable to
voters are the candidate should be a person who actually works for community and know about

the U-mong Municipality.



3. The study on problems and obstacles of political participation, it was found that
it did not have any problems about the unclear, delay or missing lists of people who have the
rights to vote, the public relations of election, the campaigns of the candidates, the inaccessible
and insufficient announcement board of election, the qualification of the candidates, the distances
of the polls from the villages, the problems about the authorities at the polls, the poll environment
and the strictness of election principles.

4. The suggestions on the development of the direct Mayoral election, they should
have debates for the candidates to debate on their policies and visions, and should improve and
solve the problems on the principles and rules of the election committee’s law in the appropriate
way. It is suggested that the Mayor should be honest, comply with the policy that promised with
people. This person should actually works for community and national development. In addition,
the election committees and authorities should campaign more transparently election and reduce

vote buying.



