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ABSTRACT

The three main objectives of the study titled “Participation in Local Politics of Timber
and Wood Carving Enﬁepreneu:s in Chiang Mai Province” are 1) to study about the factors led to
participation in local politics of the timber and wood carving entrepreneurs, 2) to study the pattern
and process of participation in local politics of the timber and wood carving entreprencurs and
3) to study about the role of timber and wood carving entrepreneurs on their political
participation, with the study hypothesis that differences of personal factors among timber and
wood carving enfrepreneurs correlated to participation process. The researcher has collected
information using questionnaires with 270 timber and wood carving entreprencurs in Chiang Mai,
from which s found that:

1. Factors which affected the local political participation of timber and wood carving
entrepreneurs are personal factors i.e. sex, age, status, educational background and incomes, and
external factors ie. group work experiences, public activity participation position, and role of
members and business network availability, which affect local politics participation. Though
some external factors ie. financial supports, working experiences in political activities, financial
status, also help and support political activities but they are found to have no effect on local
politics participation,

2. The pattern of local politics participation of timber and wood carving entrepreneurs
can be summarized that in participation patterns, the right to vote is at the highest level, and to

encourage others to vote is at the moderate level. It was found that most timber and wood carving



entrepreneurs have participated in becoming the political candidates, hearing political campaign,
participating in any campaigning activities at lowest level

For local political participation, it is concluded that their highest participation is
checking the names in voter’s list, using their right to vote for the member of Tambon
Administrative Organization and for the head of Tambon. The high participation level is to use
their right to vote for members of parliament and senators.

3. Their role on political participation can be concluded that, their participation at the
highest level is being good citizens, increasing opportunities and expanding their business
opportunitics. The participation at the moderate level is constituting the wider business and
political network, accepting projects and help from organizations and community, resolving

community’s problems and acknowledging opinions made in the meeting.



