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ABSTRACT

The objectives of a study on social factors influencing drug addiction among youths in
Ban Hong District, Lamphun Province are to study the types of drugs that youths tend to use and
to study trends in reducing drug use and addiction, by interviewing groups of 20 youths who have
used drugs in Ban Hong District, Lamphun Province. The results of the study were as follows:

The sample group came from lower-middle class families. Their parents had on average a
fourth grade primary school educational level, and had warned the youths about the consequences
of drug use. They had been affectionate and warm towards the youths, making them feel much
satisfaction in their family life. In studying the background of the youths, it was found that for
the most part their parents were still alive and living together, and the youths also lived with their
parents. Their upbringing by and large was comfortable. To summarize, even though the youths
felt a good deal of satisfaction toward their families, they still decided to use drugs, showing that
the family did not have an impact on the sample group’s decision to use drugs.

The sample group demonstrated a lot of love and close ties among their friends, meeting
and associating with them quite often and relying on one another. These groups of friends liked
to go out at night, smoked, drank alcohol, and persuaded each other to use drugs. This peer
pressure was the underlying reason causing drug use among the youths to increase.

In assessing the youth’s attitudes on drug use, it was found that they had good knowledge
about the penalties for drug usage, but they still decided to use drugs due to a desire to experiment
as well as the peer pressure of their friends to try them.

The study found that the drug the youths most liked to use was “Ya Ba” (speed).



In studying ideas to reduce drug use, the sample group felt that the current campaign to
reduce drug use was suitable but should be expanded to incorporate many more forms and
aspects. Additionally, former users should be given a role to play, such as being an example to
youths who are considering drug use, or even those who have not yet considered using them.

These groups could then learn about the many negative effects that come with using drugs.



