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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to study the ways that the disabled people in Chiang Mai
participate in politics as well as to study the obstacles that prevent them from this activity. The
data were gained from questionnaires which examined disabled people who live in Chiang Mai
Province, i.e. the people who have amputated arms and legs, the blind and the deaf.

The study found that most of the disabled people ever voted 1-5 times in sub-district
election. They were informed of politics by various media. The Association of the Disabled
People supports them on general benefits and invites them to attend and listen to candidate
campaigns. These disabled people informed that their obstacles to participate in political
activities are the lack of support from the community, State sector and Private sector, as follows:

The State sector does not give disabled people a chance to show their capabilities and
potentiality; does not provide other alternatives for disabled people to participate in political
activities, thus it is difficult for them to set up a group; does not provide enough information
about political activities and general election; does not educate disabled people about politics;
does not provide enough benefits to disabled people; disabled people receive unequal support and
service from State sector; State sector is not interested in solving disabled people’s problems;
does not give them a chance to participate in any social activities; does not permit disabled people
to vote and to become candidates.

As for Private sector, it underestimates the capabilities of disabled people and does
neither support nor give them a chance to participate in any political activities; it provides

unequal support and service to disabled people; it does not give disabled people a chance to



participate in social activities; the employers do not permit their disabled employees to vote for
general election in advance. Not enough financial support from Private sector to undertake

political activities and no interpreter for the deaf is provided.



