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Abstract

This study on migrant labors and socio - economic and political effects in Mae Hong
Son municipality area has the objective to examine the specific features of the migrant labors
background by interviewing these laborers working or living in Mae Hong Son municipality area as
well as the local relevant government workers, and to trace the association between the migrant
labors background and the political, social and economic impact on the studies area.

In the context of migrant labors, the majority of them were found to be in working age
leaving their home countries for the reasons of political unrest situations and the consequential
socio-economic instability and insecurity at home. Once, the come to work in Mae Hong Son
municipality area and gained better living conditions, they would persuade relatives and friends to
emigrate to work in the same area.

Both negative and positive impacts of the migrant labors were identified. The negative
consequences were evident in terms of environment, public health, education safety in life and
property, narcotic drugs, the alien feeling with other ethnic people. The positive social effect could
be seen in the aspect of local art culture, and tradition conservation. The contributive economic
effects were found in the greater investment and money circulation in local economy and the
mitigation of local labor shortage, while the undesirable consequences were the competing demand
for job with the domestic workers, the outflow of Thai money, and the weakening bargaining power

of the domestic labors. The political effects were in the negative nature only namely the opportunity



for dishonest practices, and the potential to get political conflict with neighboring country in the
future.

The present study finally come up with a number of proposes local administration
measures. The working procedures to deal with migrant workers should be clearly defined.

All people in the local area should be informed through various media and have access to
public service units and local automatic hotlines. Strict measures to control migrant labors should be
determined and exercised by having relevant officers make inspection every month or every three
months. Other actions can include the zoning of living areas of the migrant workers, the
development of teamwork system among relevant government agencies in the form of community
information centers in all 6 local communities managed by people in the local community under the
guidance of government agencies, inclusion into the curriculum of local learning center a course on
strengthening the awareness of Thai people about the benefit and ill effect of employing migrant
labor.

Furthermore, the government agencies responsible for public service should establish on
efficient administrative system about the right of Thai people and migrant labor, determine
treatment according to providing the quota permitting immigrants to work or live in local area, and

educate all migrant labors about birth control or family planning.



