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ABSTRACT

This independent study is to compare between voting of general election and by-
election: case study-Mae Ta District, Lamphun Province. The purpose of this study is to study
behavior of voting and study factors influencing to voting of general election and by-election, at
Mae Ta District , Lamphun Psovince. The sample of population in this study is people living in
Mae Ta District, Lamphun, where it’s administrative area is divided into 6 sub-districts as follow:
Ta Pladuk Sud-District, Ta Sobsao Sub-District, Ta Kas Sub-District, Ta Khumngern Sub-
District, Ta Tungluang Sub-District, and Ta Maelob Sub-District, voting for general election for
the member of the House of Representative on 23 December 2007 and by-election on 11 January
2009, total 380 persons. Tool used for this study is a questionnaire inquiring for information from
sample of population. To analyze data, quantitative analysis was applied by using descriptive
statistics and inductive statistics. It is found that the peoples who went to vote mostly are male,
aged 18 - 30 years, graduated in bachelor degree level, and had career as an employee most.

For behavior of general election and by-election, It is found that there were people
exercising their right of vote for general election 86.4 percents, more than one for by-election
having percentage of 80.3. The reason of people exercising the right is they realized that it is a

duty of people for 51.1% and 38.9% respectively. For the reason of failing to exercise the right is



they were tired of election for 83.7% and they did not see anyone suitable for being elected for
78.9%. Besides, the media causing those peoples to know information about election is TV. To
vote for election, they considered from political parties before the candidate or other reasons for
48.6%. When consider on the candidate elected by those samples of population, it is found that
they did because they would like to see the better economy and peacefulness of country. And the
people those samples of population discussed with is their neighbor.

For the factor influencing voting includes political behavior, political participation,
economic and political aspect, candidate, and return. It s found that most of them agreed with
exercising of their right of vote as the significant part for political participation in democratic
regime for 55.8%, as expression of civic duty for 52.9%. Most of samples of population agreed
with voting only for one who brings about benefit to them and agreed with the principle saying
that it s not right to compensate kindness of and candidate by voting for. And they highly agreed
with the principle, in percentage of 57.8, saying that even the election may do nothing to you

right now but it will affect to the public in the future.



