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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attempt to understand that by what condition and under
what situation that constructs the complicated marginalization process of a Khamu community
in Wiang Kaen district, Chiang Rai province. It also looks at what strategies or practices the
Khamu use in order to adapt, negotiate or reproduce identity and culture including creating
the social space to get out of that process. This research employs the concept of marginality to
make understanding the condition of being marginalized, excluded, and labeled as “other” from
other powerful groups such as state and other ethnic groups whom the Khamu inevitably interact
with under the economic system and modernization. It also uses the concept of social space
construction to make sense with the practices of adaptation, retaliation, and negotiation of the
Khamu under the marginalized condition.

This study has found that the process of marginalization is not constructed by the
Khamu only, but it also happens following the inevitable interaction of them with other powerful
groups of actor in the area. Those actors are the state and capitalists in a particular economic
system and modernity in the area. Due to overlapped power relations, Khamu people are pushed
into the condition of marginality and victimized by accusation and exclusion with several
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discourses such as “ethnic prejudice”, “otherness”, “risk for national security”, “alien”, “forest
destroyer”, “underdeveloped”, and “gullible”.
This research has also come across that under the marginalization leading to insecure

social space, the Khamu don’t give up to the victimized situation. Rather, they try to adapt,

retaliate, and negotiate in this situation in order to create their social space and security in their



life by the way to avoid or deny direct encounter with the powerful groups. Furthermore, they try
to create social space through the transformation and reproduction of identity in order to refuse
the static image ‘other’ constructed by other groups of people; this has led to flexibility and
assimilation of practices to suit in different situations and contexts. For example, they create the
image of ‘Khamu Forest Lover” and “practicing Buddhism”

However, the Khamu don’t adapt their ethnic identity in order to accord with the
society completely, but they try to reproduce identity and ethnicity to manifest and exist more
apparently in the new space, particularly in tourism and cultural space of Khamu’s New Year
ceremony. Therefore, the Khamu’s social space is not fixed, but rather complicated, fluid, and
dynamic. They are able to contest, adapt and negotiate for assimilating themselves in the social

space and to live the better life under the marginalization condition.



