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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the legal factors contributing to juveniles
who were drug abuse offenders to avoid recidivism and have a welcome opportunity from
the society and to study a model to improve juveniles' quality of life by the support from
the organizations associating with juveniles. Descriptive statistics and questionnaires were used
for data analysis. 328 respondents who were juveniles admitted to Chiang Mai Juvenile Training
Center (Region 7) were included as a purposive sample group. The in-depth questionnaires also
revealed the administrative organization consisting of 10 executives who engaged in drug abuse

treatment and rehabilitation programs for juveniles.

The findings showed that most samples were male, single, and aged 16-20 years. They
had acquired a secondary level education before leaving school because of drug addiction,
particularly amphetamine. Moreover, most juveniles were an only child of a family whose
parents cohabited. Their parents were agriculturists whose monthly income was lower than 5,000
baht. It was also found that the juveniles conducted recidivism withinl-6 months after passing
the punishment. Government sectors' support for providing vocational training centers and
finding a workplace after treatment and rehabilitation programs was required. In addition,
the intention to conduct recidivism would have been rejected if the samples had been trained for
a career. From the study of causes of addiction, there were two important factors that caused

the juveniles to use drugs. First, the juveniles themselves had positive attitudes towards drugs.



They became eventually addicted after using drugs regularly. The other factor was their
environment. The juveniles were considered as immature and curious to know and to try
something new, and they were always stick with friends. The recidivism among these young drug
abusers was complicated. Since they had been discriminated from the society, they found it
difficult to make friends with others. For this reason, they returned to the same groups of friends

who were drug users, and this exposed to risk of drug abuse again.

The findings of studying a model to improve juveniles' quality of life after training and
rehabilitation revealed that system of compulsory drug dependence treatment encouraged them
to behave more properly. However, the limitations of procedures caused the juveniles unable to
live happily in the society, particularly those who were ignored from probation were likely to
conduct recidivism. This could point out a gap of the system of compulsory drug dependence
treatment. Therefore, an organization engaging in treatment and rehabilitation were required to
help and support the juveniles to gradually adjust themselves to the society. Additionally,
the academic and vocational education, the accommodation in a good environment away from
any temptation to drugs, the special advisors for mental as well as physical problems, and good
jobs were provided to get these juveniles well-reformed and well-prepared for returning to
the society happily .As a result, Half Way House became the model organization for improving

the juveniles' quality of life.

It was also discovered that there were some obstacles of the administration of Half Way
House. For example, staff were not well qualified for their jobs due to the bureaucratic control.
The budget of management was also high. Furthermore, the opportunities to allow a juristic
person to participate in administration were limited according to some limitations such as
different genders of juveniles. Half Way House for male and female would be situated in
a separated area with a proper distance from each other. Moreover, the location of Half Way

House would be disapproved from people in neighboring area. Consequently, the organization



who would implement Half Way House needed to utilize media to publicize and assure people in
neighboring area. The public relations should encourage those people to let the juvenile offenders
live happily in the society without bias or discrimination. In addition, the suitable administrative
model of Half Way House according to Thai social structure should be operated as followings:
1) Governed by Department of Probation with budget support from the government sector,
2) Governed by a joint committee between public and private sectors with budget support from
a private sector, 3) Governed by a private sector with its own budget, 4) Governed by the
government sector with budget support from the government in terms of donation or fundraising
to establish National Half Way House, and 5) Governed by a juristic person with budget support

from the government together with interested private sectors.



