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Abstract

The objectives of this research entitled * Comparison of Cooperative Women's
Roles between Saraphi Agricultural Cooperatives Ltd. and San Kampang Agricultural
Cooperatives Ltd., Chiang Mai Province” were to compare the cooperative women'’s roles
between Saraphi Agricultural Cooperatives and San Kamphaeng Agricultural Cooperatives
and factors affecting their roles as well as problems and difficulties of activities
performance of cooperative women.

The population used in the research was Saraphi agricultural cooperative women
and San Kampang agriculiural cooperative women. A simple random sampling were used to
select 136 representatives to be interviewed. Statistic technique uses included percentage,
mean, standard deviation,Weight Mean Score,Correlation coefficient and t-test.

From the research findings it was found that the average age of cooperative women
was 51.41 years and mostly married. The major occupation was orchard framer, while minor
occupations were hiring and trading, The average yearly income was 42,830 Bahts. Most

cooperative women had been member of cooperatives for 1-10 years and became member



because of being persnaded. The average ScOres of knowledge about the objegtivcs and
operation of cooperatives were 4.92. Most of them had participated in cooperative training
and had moderately satisfied with the cooperatives. They followed cooperatives news from
radio, television, newspaper and cooperatives group chairladies.

The study of the correlation between géneral basic characteristics, economical and
social factors of cooperative wor;:len and their roles of women from both cooperatives
showed that education, cooperative training were significantly related to cooperative women
roles of | Saraphi Agricultural Cooperatives and satisfactory with cooperative operation,
knowledge about objective and operation, cooperative training and news were significantly
related to cooperative women roles of San Karnphaeng Agricultural Cooperatives.

From the comparison of the cooperative women’s roles of Saraphi Agricultural
Cooperatives and the cooperative women’s roles of San Kamphaeng Cooperatives, it was
found that getting loan, paying back loan, purchasing materials from cooperatives, selling
products to cooperatives, participating in yearly meeting, participating in group meeting,
cooperation in proposal preparation, requesting for cooperation of these two cooperative
women groups were significantly different. However, it was also found that Saraphi
agricultural cooperative women had played more role than San Kamphaeng agricaltural
cooperative women in terms of getting loan, paying back loan, purchasing materials, selling
products, participating in yearly meeting, cooperation in proposal preparation and requesting
for cooperation. Anyway, San Kamphaeng agricultural cooperative women had more role in
group meeting than Saraphi agricultural cooperative women.

Problems of cooperative women included collateral for a loan, the price of material
sold at cooperatives was high, product insufficiency and no time available to participate in
the cooperative activities.

Suggestions from this research were that cooperatives should motivate members 10
realize the importance of cooperative activities. This could be done by offering members
regular training, trmnmgs and encouraging communication among the members, visiting
other cooperatives for the members could see the comparisons and could develop their own
cooperatives. Cooperatives should also support women to set up their own group by offering

" the fund and finding the market for them. In addition, public relation should always be done

whenever cooperatives held activities and trainings.



