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Abstract

Two experiments were undertaken to study the supplement of yoghurt on productive
performance and reduction of diarrhoea in suckling and weanling pigs. Experiment 1, the effect of
yoghurt supplement on productive performance and reduction of diarrhoea in suckling pigs were
studied. Sixty-five piglets were randomly divided into 5 groups. Each group composed of 13
piglets; group 1 served as the control group (not given supplementary yoghurt). Group 2 were
supplemented with commercial yoghurt (Dutchie®), from 5-12 days of age. Group 3 were
supplemented with yoghurt produced from commercial yoghurt (Dutchie®), from 5-12 days of
age. Group 4 were supplemented with commercial yoghurt (Dutchie”), from 5 days of age until
weaning at 21 days of age. Group 5 were supplemented yoghurt produced from commercial
yoghurt (Dutchie®), from 5 days of age until weaning at 21 days of age. Yoghurt were given
orally twice a day, in amount of 10 ml/piglet, from 5-12 days of age. For the piglets in group 4
and 5 were given additional amount of yoghurt at 15 ml/piglet from 13-21 days of age. The
average daily gain, health condition and incidence of diarrhoea in the piglets, from 5-28 days of
age (5-21 days of age is the period of suckling and 22-28 days of age is the period of weaning
pigs) were recorded. The results revealed that the average daily gain, condition of health and

strength, hair, colour and shape of piglets’ feces in group 1 were significantly lower than those of



other groups (P<0.01) and the average daily gain and condition of health until 28 days of age in
group 4 and 5 tended to be better than those of group 2 and 3 (P>0.05). The percentage of diarrhic
piglets in group 2-5 were significantly lower than that of group 1 (P<0.05) and the percentage of
piglets got diarrhoea again after recovery in control group (group 1) were significantly higher
than that of group 2-5 (treatment groups) (P<0.05).

The experiment 2, the effect of yoghurt supplement on productive performance and
reduction of diarrhoea in weanling pigs were studied. Fifty piglets that weanling at 21 days of age
were divided into 5 groups, 10 animals per group with equal number of males and females, for a
period of 5 week. Group 1 were fed with basal diet (control group). Group 2 were fed with basal
diet and supplemented with commercial yoghurt (Dutchie”), from 21-28 days of age. Group 3
were fed with basal diet and supplemented with yoghurt produced from commercial yoghurt
(Dutchie®), from 21-28 days of age. Group 4 were fed with basal diet and supplemented with
yoghurt (Dutchie"), from 21-35 days of age. Group 5 were fed with concentrated (KT FEED").
Pigs in group 2-4 received yoghurt from hanging food trough and let the pigs ate by themselves
for the amount of 30 ml/pig, twice a day (morning and evening). The results revealed that the
average daily gain in groups 2-4 were significantly higher than that of group 1 (P<0.01), but
significantly lower than that of group 5 (P<0.01). However, the feed conversion ratio in group 2-4
and group 5 were not different (P>0.05), but the feed conversion ratio in group 1 was
significantly lower than those of other groups (P<0.01). The average health condition and strength
of pigs in group 1 were significantly lower than those of other groups (P<0.01). The condition of
hair and the colour of feces of pigs in all groups were not different (P>0.05) and the shape of
feces of pigs in group 1 were significantly lower than those of other groups (P<0.05). The
percentage of diarrhic pigs in group 1 was significantly higher than those of group 3-5 (P<0.05),
but not different when compared with group 2 (P>0.05). The percentage recurring diarrhic piglets
after recovery in group 1 was significantly higher than that of group 4 (P<0.05), but not different
when compared with group 2, 3 and 5 (P>0.05). The total number of Lactobacillus spp. and E.
coli in pigs’ feces of the group 2-4 that received supplementary yoghurt had the tendency of
higher amount of Lactobacillus spp. (non-pathogenic microflora) than those of group 1 and 5
(P>0.05). Moreover, it was found that group 2-4 that received supplementary yoghurt had the
tendency of lower amount of E. coli. (pathogenic microflora) than those of group 1 and 5

(P>0.05)





