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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to determine factors that relate to prewriting
skill and factors that influence prewriting skill in Down’ s Syndrome children aged 5
years 0 month to 8 years 11 months. The participants were recruited from 4 organizations

1) Rajanukul Institute (2) Kongkum Early Intervention Institute (3) Maungkae Early
Intervention Institute 4) Kawila Anukul Chiang Mai school. Each of the participants was

assessed individually in prewriting skill, stability, bilateral hand coordination, sensation,
dexterity and strength of dominance hand. The results of the study showed that prewriting

skill had significant correlation with bilateral hand coordination (r = 0.63), dexterity (r =
0.62), stability (r = 0.55), sensation (r = 0.51) and strength of dominance hand «r = 0.37).
The influence levels of each factor on prewriting skill, from high to low, were dexterity (B
= 0.335), strength of dominance hand (B = 0.258), bilateral coordination (B = 0.244),
stability (B = 0.161), and sensation (B =.013). The results of this study suggested that

when a poor prewriting skill is found in a child with Down’ s Syndrome, therapists need
to screen the five factors that influence on prewriting skill in addition to prewriting skill

assessment. Therapists will then promote prewriting skill by providing an appropriate



intervention that assist in promoting those poor underlying factors. Therefore, children
with Down’s syndrome should be able to improve their writing skill, which will enhance

their learning and communication skills in the future.



