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Abstract

Textile industry is one among many industries which is crucial to economic and
social development of the country. Its growth rate is relatively high averaging ten percent
since 1986 to the present, Textile industry absorb around 23 percent of total industrial
employment. The import component in this industry is about 44 percent which is
considered low comparing to other principal export industries. Textile export accounts for

about 10 percent of total exports of the country.

This study has three main objectives, first to study the production and export of
textile industry. Second, to analyse it problems and obstacles, and thirdly to search for

. - ¥ *
some policy recommendations and manufacturers adjustment.

The data used in this study are the information received from 18 manufacturers of
different capacity and different types of textile production. The indepth interview with
these manufacturers has been conducted using interview guide. Secondary data are also

heavily relied upon.

The export value of textile for 1997 was 170,289.6 million baht with the United
States as the most important market. Exports to the US amounted 50,640.9 million baht or
about 29.73 pencent of total exports. Other important markets are Japan, Great Britain,

Hongkong, The United Arab Emirates, and Gemany.



There are large gap between each stage of the production, which are divided into
three stages, the primary industry, the intermmediate, and the final. The different in both
quantity and quality of productiéﬁ in each stage has resulted in a large amount of raw
materials imports. Moreover, the textile industry is now facing problems of structural
adjustment, improviﬁg machines and technologies and shortage of fund. These problems
result in the delay of production and delivering of the products ordered. To solve the
problems there must be close cooperation between public and private sector in developing

the whole system so that it suits the demand both within and outside the country.




