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ABSTRACT

Myawaddy is a small border town located in Kayin State, Myanmar bordering
on the town of Mae Sot in Thailand. It is the second busiest border town among
eleven border towns in Myanmar which are engaging in cross border trade. This thesis
examines the pattern of cross border trade in Myawaddy by reflecting on prominent
international trade theories at the macro level. This thesis mainly explores the
characteristics of Myawaddy Township, legal cross-border imports and exports in
Myawaddy, and the patterns of the trade of goods, specifically goods imported

through Myawaddy to the final consumers in Myanmar.

The research methods were (1) qualitative method for micro-level analysis.
Data has been collected from in-depth interviews. (2) country level secondary data for

macro-level analysis. Data has been collected from country level secondary data.
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The secondary data on border trade has been mainly obtained by referencing reports

and online resources of the Department of Border Trade, Myanmar.

Within this text, multiple aspects of border trade through Myawaddy are
explored. The characteristics of Myawaddy Township are explained. The barriers of
trade routes between Myawaddy and Yangon are examined. The legal procedures of
export and import through cross border trade are described. The pattern of imported

goods through Myawaddy into Myanmar is stated distinctly.

This study finds that the role of broker trading companies and transportation
were significant trade facilitators in cross border trade in Myawaddy. Through the
analysis of the pattern of cross border trade in Myawaddy, this study has classified the
economic functioning of this town as transit trade. Additional supplemental findings
include the fact that there is no small and medium enterprises which chiefly focus on
export to Mae Sot in Thailand. Moreover, there is no evidence to be found of

wholesalers to the whole country of Myanmar.



