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Abstract

This study was designed to (1) examine and identify causes of
sexual behaviors likely to lead to AIDS infection; {2) identify AIDS
knowledge and information channels; and (3) propose AIDS education

models.

Study sample comprised 112 construction workers known to
regularly visit commercial sex workers (CSWs). In addition,
information was also gathered from their wives, close friends and
supervisors. Altogether, in this category of informants the number was
- 22. Gathered information from these 22 informants was used to check
the validity of that collected from the sample. Moreover, data on the
working system were also gathered from engineers and supervisors.

Methods employed in this study include participant and nonparticipant




observation and indepth interview. Data were tape recorded and recorded
in writing. Altogether, the field research took 11 months.

Findings were as follows : First, subjects reported 2
consequences from visiting CSWs. (1) They felt happy reinforced by
what they heard since childhood, e.g., visiting CSWs was a good thing
to do. (2) They also knew they might contract AIDS and other STDs if
they did not use condoms. This knowledge came from interpersonal
communication and mass media reports about AIDS. Second, the subjects
intended to visit CSWs because of (1) long socially instilled sexual
valve that doing so was a challenge and 2 symbol of manhood. They saw
that people around them did so and if they did not gb, it would be and
embarrassment. At the same time, their super&isors also set as a
condition that they visit CSWs. They understood that women belonged to
the home and housework and merely had to_respond to men's sexual
desires. (2) They were satisfied the way they were treated by CSWs who
urged them to Kkeep coming back. (3) They' thought they would not
contract AIDS and it was worth visiting. Third, it was their habit
that every time they had an opportunity or were paid and got drunk
they would visit CSWs in town. Fourth, friends' persuasion also played
a major part and the abundance of brothels as well as easy access.

Findings also indicate that it was not because the subijects
did not have any knowledge about AIDS. Rather, they did not realize or
were not trained to realize the risks or dangers of AIDS. It becanme

imperative, then, learning experiences and processes be designed to




have construction workers participate in and help prevent and solve
problems. Foremen or supervisors have to initiate the process and
educate the workers. Then, the workers themselves will join bhands in
solving the problem. Outsiders are only to give assistance. And in
addition to printed media, slides and video tapes workers who do not
visit CSWs should be used as example. A£ the same time, officials from
the outside should be readily available to give advice as regards AIDS
and other related issues. Constructive activities should also be
organized for workers after their work in order to reduce the impact

of factors and situations which lead them to visit CSWs.




