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Abstract

This study on the development of a model for providing
AIDS education to construction workers was an action research.
Its objective was to explore the levels of AIDS-related
knowledge, understanding, attitudes and behaviours, as well as
the way of life, system of learning, and reception of
information, among construction workers, with the aim to use the
data and information obtained in developing and field-testing a
model of providing AIDS education to this specific target group.

Data collection was conducted with the use of a
combination of interviews and questionnaires, concurrently with
organizing, on a pilot basis, AIDS education activities for the
workers. Evaluation, revision, development, and field-testing of

the revised and developed model were conducted as a constantly




continuing process. A number of assistant researchers helped to
collect field data for this study. Data validation and data
analysis were periodically and regularly conducted concurrently
with data collection. Analyzed data were synthesized,

interpreted, and summarized.

Research findings showed that construction workers on the
construction sites in Chiangmai city were migrant workers from
all regions of the country. They shared a number of common
characteristics: they had previously been engaged in farming,
they had completed only compulsory education and, once they moved
in on the sites they had little access to data and information of
any kind..

Regarding behaviours that were at rigsk for contracting
HIV/AIDS, both male and female construction workers were engaged
in various risk behaviours such as male workers frequenting
female commercial sex workers in places that provided commercial
sex, male workers providing commercial sex to homosexual workers,
female commercial sex workers providing mobile gervices on
construction sites, commercial sex of‘f‘eredrby female workers to

male co-workers, and injecting drug use.

With regards to the development of a model for providing
AIDS education to construction workers, it was found that the
kind of model that could raise awareness towards the AIDS problem

was one that emphasized a systematic process of AIDS education.




i.e., development and use of a combination of media —including
resource persons, games, contests, monthly newsletters, and
worker volunteers who conducted peer education and campaigns on a
continued basis—as well as a participatory approach that allowed
construction workers to participate in every step of the entire
process. Appropriate activities had to vary in accordance with
the number of workers on the sites of different sizes, and in
accordance with the type of workers involved, .i.e. whether they
resided on the sites or whether they commuted to and from the
sites. Results of the AIDS education activities showed that
workers’ awareness was raised to the extent that they apparently
tried to change their and their co-workers' risk behaviours.
Construction site owners, contractors and foremen, on the other
hand, appreciated the importance of providing AIDS education to
their workers more, which resulted in the continued support of
useful activities which induced reception of data and information
and AIDS prevention behaviours among construction workers on many

construction sites.




