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Abstract

This is a study entitled "Information Perception in
Relation to the Change of AIDS Risk Behavior of Construction
Workers in Chiang Mai Province" in which a qualitative study was
used and the data collected from the construction site in
Chiangmai University. The purpose of the study was 1o study
the AIDS information perception of , and the change of AIDS risk
behavior of construction workers, and the external conditions
relating to the change of AIDS risk behavior of construction
workers. Samples of the study were selected from those
construction workers who were 15-45 years old, males and females,
totalling 10 people. The research was carried out by using

indepth study with regard to experiences about sexual contact




with prostitutes, channel to recieve  AIDS information.
Participatory observation and note taking were used to collect

data.

The finding were as follow :
1. General background

Construction workers migrated from upper-northern
region of Thailand, and had 4-6 years of learning experiences in
school. They stayed together in their construction site which
uncomfortable_ situation. Their backgrounds were not capable
enough to provide them with social mobility opportunity and
sufficient AIDS infromation, all of them experienced with
Agricultural failure. They stayed in a very poor environment,
crowded and had no privacy. They worked very hard for the whole
long day and long nightrand felt too tired to be interested in
AIDS information about how to prevent themselve from AIDS.

2. AIDS information perception

The construction workers had very little  AIDS
information, to their own perception, they knew that AIDS was the
most harmful disease which unablé to be healed, but would be
contacted through sexual behavior though it can be prevented by
using condom. The construction workers accepted and trusted
their friends more_than any information sources from outside
sources of informations. They were ready to perform any risk

behavior to seek the acceptance from their friend.




3. The change of AIDS risk behavior of construction workers

The construction workers did not stop their
risk behavior, they still went out to prostitutes, due to their
belief that such behavior would help release their sexual
pressure, even they learned about the danger of AIDS. They had
sense of superiority above women. They thought there was nothing
wrong to have sexual contacts in a bathels, since it was just a
common behavior and women were born to serve men or to help
release men’s tension. Though, they knew about how to protect
themselves while having sex intercourses but did not apply any
appropriate measure as condom was hard to buy, too expensive.
Sometimes, they were drunk, and believed that alcohol could kill
HIV wvirus. Additionally, some of them believed that there was
no AIDS at all.

4. The external conditions relating to the change of AIDS
risk behavior of construction workers.

Their subcontractor did not realize the importance of
intervention or warn his/hef subordinates who was going to
perform risk behavior. They were insufficient approaches made by
the construction staff or governmént officials causing lack of
information on AIDS. Most AIDS information came from television

and radio programmes.




