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Abstract

The pupose of this research was to study the effects of folk healers grouping for -
health service, group beginning and administrative process, and community acceptance of
the groups’ services. The case study compounded of folk healers in “Rattanasila Folk Healers
Group” and pecple in Mae Hoy Ngen subdistrict, Doi Saket district, Chiang Mai. Collection
of qualitative data obtained for informal interview, participant observation, non-participant
observation and focus group discussion, were used for this study. The research findings could
be summarized as follows,

The effect of folk healers grouping for health service was not successful. People were
interested in their activities at the beginning. . Later, some activities were cancelled as
members were neither confident nor enthusiastic to maintain services and the public health
worker had decreased her public relation support. The study also revealed that the groups
were initiated by the government, not based on the folk healers’ needs. The administrative
processes were too much intervened by govemment and non-govemment organizations. A
public health worker acted as an organizer instead of a consultant. This led groups’ members
to think that they were working for her. When she moved to work in the other subdistrict
public health center, the groups became inactive.  The community did not accept groups’

services although they passed the five steps of acceptance. Groups’ services conditions were
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not suitable for a community context that people preferred to get a service at folk healer's
house or their own houses to a Thai folk medical clinic. It was because they could go there
whenever they liked and the service charge was cheaper as well. The folk healers who did not

accept the grouping did not have group participation.



