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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine popular beliefs affecting the control of
social behaviors in the community as well as their transmission methods and
mechanisms. The researcher collected needed data via field observations and
personal interviews with such key informants as the community elderly and leaders,
married women or widows, househusbands and youth. Collected data were
subsequently cross-checked for their validity, analyzed and interpreted according to
the established conceptual framework. Final results were presented in the analytically
descriptive format. Findings, in an abridged version, were as follows:

1. As regards health and hygiene-related beliefs, especially of pregnant
womern's, breast-feeding mothers’ and sick villagers' in general, it was found that,
primarily, community members still strictty observed traditionally held beliefs and
taboos.

2. As regards agricultural practices agriculturists still continued to believe in
cultivation-related spirits such as dike and rice paddy spirits and practice whatever was

reguired.



3. As regards male-female relations it was found that the much revered gua
dian spirits, i.e., ancestors’, though still respected, and related taboos were increasingly
ignored.

4. Belief transmission methods and mechanisms were found to be such family
members as parents, grandparents and close cousins through their modelling and

participation in various community rituals and ceremonies.



