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Abstract

This thesis was attempted to understand the existence and
availability of funds both within and outside the community as well as
their use in community business operations.

In collecting needed data, the researcher employed the
interview and observation techniques in order *o analyze and
synthesize community efforts directed at solving community economic
problems.

The study found that funds or capital used to operate
businesses in the comunity, Mse Ka Villsge, existed in a number of
forms and were of both corcrete and abstract nature. They were 1. of
natural resources type such as soil, water basically instruméntal to
group and oonﬁmmity production activities, and 2. assels, money Or
various instruments/equipment brought into being by community fund
mobilization efforts with the aim of setting up such groups as
housewives and agriculturists. Such efforts made possible cash flows
needed for strengthering the community economy. In such mobilization

efforts, various networks with outside organizations, mostly public



ones, were created in order for the community to obtain needed cash
and materials.

1. Abstract capital or funds comprised community traditions,
culture and folk wisdom; such social relationships as family—-to—family,
kinship, leader—villager and villager-villager etc.; mutual labour
help such as in building houses or rice harvesting, etc.

2. Modern body of knowledge supplied by outside organizations
through, for example, training, technical knowledge and skills, ect.

3. Group, organization and network capital generated both
within and outside the community such as relationship networks among
community members or groups and with outside ores, both public and
private.

Community businesses took various forms: funeral management
group providing welfare and needed services; tobacco leaves production
group operating to produce tobacco leaves both at the primary and
secondary levels as well as commercial labour servicing; women’s group
operating in the form of savings business and providing financial
services as well as local food processing, etc. These groups had
improved their business experiences to the point they were able to
observe their both quantitative growth, e.g., incressed group nembers,
and qualitative growth, e.g., improved group abilities, skills,
knowledge, ideas, etc., extending from the village to provincial and

national levels, all contributing to the community economic strength.



