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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at studying the characteristics and processes of self-
identification through forest practices of a Pgak’nyaw community. Research procedures included
reviewing related literature to develop conceptual framework and construct research tools. Data
were collected from the field employing participatory and non-participatory observation, group
and individual interviews. The collected data then were collectively analyzed with the
participation of community core leaders, NGO workers, and academics. The finding revealed that
in the past the Pgak’nyaw people maintained their living in the forest directly depending on
nature with high level of self-reliance. They had power to manage natural resources, religious
ceremony, ruling, etc. The people who played the prime roles were Hikho and the elderly in the
community. At the present, the Pgak’nyaw people were threatened by the state authorities to be
relocated elsewhere leading Khun Win villagers to activiely construct their identity by signifying,
negotiating, and responding in regard to forest. The efforts were to bargain for the villagers to
continuously live in the forest through mechanism of NGO and the academics and reflected the
identity of Khun Win community. Activities related to the forest were signifying their food
practices and funeral including signifying the forestry supporting agencies. Khun Win villagers
bargained with the people at all levels who were concerned with the forest. At the community
and with the neighboring communities, they utilized exchange strategy. They negotiated with
other ethnic groups through trade mechanism and with the lowland people for interdependency.
With the state agencies, they raised the good cases of co-existence with the forest. The villagers
upgraded the activities into lessons regarding forest management. One important result was the
learning exchange of the community with other partners and ultimately led to the goal of Khun
Win people to continuously live in the forest and produced concrete practices in co-existing with



the forest. The state in turn could induce the awareness of the forest management on the part of
the villagers and the forest area increased without much investment on the part of the government,
The villagers could also excise their constitutional rights as other Thai did which protected them
from being threatened by the government agencies at a certain extent. In the responding process,
Khun Win villagers had cooperated with other alliances using Pgak’nyaw consensus of non-
ambitiousness and concrete effective forest practices as their capital. Response techniques
included using legend, passed on  from the elderly, of relationship with Chiang Mai which
portrayed the invasion of the lowland people. - Other responses included using proverbs, the
revitalization of beliefs, and religious reproduction which helped assured the association of
Pgak’nyaw people with the nation’s prime institutions making Khun Win villagers identity a
civic part of Thai nation.  They advocated the notion of people-forest coexistence through the
mechanism of the community intellectuals of Khun Win and Mae Wang basins. The responses
also included the resistance to the threat and forming alliance relationship.
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