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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigated patterns, conditions and factors involved in and
accountable for the repeated wrongdoing of female inmates in the Chiang Mai Women's
Correction Institution. The researcher collected needed data via interview and participant and
nonparticipant observation methods and techniques. Key informants comprised 10 female
inmates who had carried out between 2 - 5 wrongdoing acts. Rescarch findings were as
follows:

Eighty percent of committed cases had to do with narcotic drugs. Almost all cases
were instigated by bad family relationships which had led to lacks of family warmth,
exemplary living models, self-worth, emotional maturity, etc. Ensuing behaviors comprised
trying narcotic drugs, goofing around with friends, dating since the young age, not paying
atiention at school, failing in class or being expelled from school, selling drugs and finally
getting arrested.

As regards the patterns of repeated wrongdoing acts it was found that they had not
been different from the initial ones. Once released, the inmates returned to their families.
Initially, they found their families were unable to be of help. In many cases, certain family
members even openly displayed the feeling of contempt for their prison past. Worse still,
some neighbors exhibited the feelling of open distrust.

All these phenomena played a key role in pushing the former inmates back to their

old circles of friends they had associated before going to prison. Moreover, the lack of



assistancc to help start a new life from government agencies and the social stigmatization
inevitably served as an insult to injury driving them to recommit the wrongdoing acts again
and again.

In brief, conditions and factors involved in and accountable for their repeated
wrongdoing and fearlessness to go back to prison comprised the following: lack of help from
the families; lack of help and support from public agencies in starting the new life; social
stigmatization; association with old circles of friends; incomelessness; joblessness; crime-
related learning from other inmates; wrongdoing experience or vindictive spirit harbored

against those responsible for their first imprisonment.



