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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to compare the students’ English-
speaking ability before and after the application of critical literacy and to study
Japanese students’ critical consciousness before and after the application of critical
literacy in language teaching. The target group in this study consisted of twenty-
seven first-year students at Showa University of Medical Sciences, Tokyo, Japan.
These students are taking the compulsory English Conversation course in the
second semester of 2005 academic year. The research instruments were seven
application of critical literacy lesson plans. The interview assessment was
conducted before and at the end of the application of critical literacy lessons.

The statistical analysis of the students’ English speaking ability and critical
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consciousness was carried out by using the computer program SPSS for Windows

to find frequency, mean, percentage and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The students’ speaking ability score increased. Before the application
of critical literacy, the students’ speaking ability mean score was 19.22. After the
application of critical literacy was taught the speaking ability mean score was
higher at 22. 88. At the end of the semester. The students speaking ability mean
score were considered at the Vocational speaking ability level and the highest level
of speaking ability was near-Native level.

2. The students’ critical consciousness mean scores increased from
0.96 to 4.89. The study found that most of the students developed very high critical

consciousness level after the application of critical literacy.



