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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative thesis were to study the existence
process of the Pga K’nyau community in the midst changes in resources,
economy and social relations, and to analyze factors and conditions affecting such
existence of the Pga K’nyau community. Data were collected by the use of
participatory rural appraisal technique, in-depth-interviews, observations and
community activity participation. The collected data were examined, then,
identified according to the issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively
presented.

The research results were as follows.

1. The existence process of the Pga K’nyau community in the midst
changes in the following aspects.

Natural resources. The community had their visions in natural
resource management emphasizing on the relationships between human, nature
and super natural matters with equilibrium. There were natural resource-based
mechanism of such management such as the community leaders, state authority,
beliefs, traditional and ritual beliefs and law. Three divided utility areas could be
identified as residential, cultivation and forest and mountainous areas. They were
used and conserved without separation.

Economic aspect. The community visualized that food was
more sustainable than money as well as gave more importance to production than
consumption. They emphasized on exchanges when necessary with ethics and
good morale in production and consumption, based on their natural resources,
group activities, traditional and ritual beliefs, integrated modern and old bodies of
knowledge as the production base and mechanism. Those matters were applied as
the community self-management mechanism.



Social relations. The community gave high importance to their
unification and affection mutually related among the community members. There
were internal factors within the community such as families, kinship, various
activity groups and leaders. The external factors consisted of the state authority,
used in connection with the community’s traditional belief through various ritual
ceremonies and folkways for sustainable social and self-management. There were
various methods of mutual exchanges. Moreover, the community still preserved
their manner to deal with any outside organizations by refusing with hidden
agenda inevitably. Building network relations with the outside organizations, that
might bring about problems to the community, was another measure to strengthen
any reacting manner against them. Negotiations made with those outside
organizations were for the community benefits.

2. Conditions and factors affecting the Pga K’nyau community.

The significant conditions necessary for the community
existence consisted of the networking relations and kinship of the community,
natural resource sufficiency within the community, and integration of culture and
knowledge.

Factors affecting the community existence in the midst of the
changes consisted of the long community history, patterns of knowledge transfer
in production, leadership and external reinforcement.



