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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to develop English reading comprehension and
critical thinking ability of developing level students using metacognitive strategies. The target
group consisted of 40 students who enrolled in English 33101 in the first semester of the 2008
academic year at Chonlaprathan Phatak School, Chiang Mai Educational Service Area Office
1, Doisaket District, Chiang Mai Province. The research instruments were 6 lesson plans
which used metacognitive strategies, 4 periods per each lesson plan, a reading comprehension
test and a critical thinking ability test. The research procedures included conducting of
pre-tests, teaching by using the lesson plans for 4 weeks, followed by post-tests. The data
obtained were analyzed by mean, standard deviation and percentage. The effectiveness was
assessed in terms of comparing the improvement in the pre-test and post-test scores of the
students’ achievement in English reading comprehension and critical thinking ability. The
finding of the study revealed that the students’ reading comprehension was higher and the

critical thinking ability was improved after the implementation of metacognitive strategies.



