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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were (1) to develop a school-based character
education curriculum with emphasis on integration into content-area instruction,
(2) to study the implementation process of school-based character education
curriculum with emphasis on integration into content-area instruction, (3) to study the
progress of the students’ character before, during and after the teaching and learning
activities arrangement by using the character education curriculum, and (4) to study
the students’ achievements in five content areas after implementing the school-based
character education curriculum. The research procedure included designing,
developing and implementing the character education curriculum. The progress of
the learners’ characters and achievement were assessed. The four characters
implanted and developed among the students were discipline, hospitality to human
friends, devotion to the common cause, responsibility and honesty. These characters
were integrated into the teaching and learning arrangement of five content areas.
The population of this research was the teachers from five content areas which are
Thai Language, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Religion and Culture, and
English. The students were taken from Mathayom Suksa 1 and their parents, studying
in the second semester of the academic year 2007 in Prince Royal’s College. The
samples were taken by purposive sampling: the students and their parents from three
classrooms of M. 1/1 (42 students), M. 1/7 (40 students), and M. 1/9 (41 students)
with the total of 123 samples. About 11 teachers from 5 subjects were composed
of two teachers from Thai Language, two from Mathematics, two from Science, two
from Social Studies, Religion and Culture, and three from English Language. The
tools for the research were (1) the teaching observation recording forms, (2) the
behavioral observation on the students’ desired qualifications, (3) the record form
of the teachers after the class, (4) the evaluation form on the progress of the students’
character before, during and after the teaching and learning activity arrangement
by using the character education curriculum, (5) the test forms on the students’
achievements in five major content areas after the teaching and learning arrangement
by using the school-based character education curriculum.



The findings reveal the followings.

1. Production of a school-based character education curriculum with emphasis
on integration into content-area instruction.

2. The implementation process of the school-based character education
curriculum with emphasis on integration into content-area instruction. The teachers
integrated the desired qualifications reflected into the teaching plans of each subject.
From the note-taking of the observation on the teaching process, the behavior
reflected the students’ desired qualification, and the post teaching notes indicated
better development of the desirable characteristics.

3. The progress of learners before, during and after the teaching and learning
activities arrangement by using the character education curriculum showed that the
teachers, the students and the parents noticed better progress on the character
development of the students.

4. The result, in terms of the students’ achievements in five content-areas after
the teaching and learning arrangement by using the school-based character education
curriculum, in general was very satisfactory (76.42 percent) and there was
a tendency for the students to increase their scores after each unit plan.
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