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ABSTRACT

This research is a participatory research to study the community participatory process in
providing health care for the tuberculosis patients, Ontai Sub-district, San Kamphaeng District,
Chiang Mai Province. The target group was that of the tuberculosis patients who were registered
for the health care at San Kamphaeng Hospital, community core leaders, village health
volunteers, and public health personnel residing in the areas or had roles and duties directly or
indirectly involved with the cases. The findings reveal that the participatory process of the
community in providing health care for the tuberculosis patients was composed of the problem
identification, role and duty specification and identifying responsible persons, revision of the
performance patterns, the conclusion, the role modification, and the building up of the community
members’ confidence. The operation depended on all these aspects any of which could not be left
out. Information was important and had impact on the operation to solve the problems. Having
been well informed about the factors that affected health of the people in the community and
about the severity of the problems, the community’s members and leaders would work hand in
hand to solve the problems commonly confronted using the operational model that fitted the
context of the community. Providing health care for the tuberculosis patients required acceptance
of one another to strengthen the operation of each activity. Such attitude was important for the

operation. The community had key capitals for success of all aspects of the operation and was



able to utilize its knowledge to build up its capacity to top up on the ideas fro the operation to
prevent the disease to spread around in the area. Concerning the modification of the roles and
duties prescribed by the government agencies to better fit the context of the community, the
government officers had the role in promoting and supporting the operation and served
themselves as the mentors for those directly involved in the operation. Every level of community
leaders pooled their hearts in solving the problem. The village chiefs offered themselves to serve
as the health volunteers for the village. The Lord Major of Ontai Municipality had provided

budget supports for the screening process to identify the tuberculosis patients in the area.



