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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to compare the students’ reading ability and the
vocabulary retention before and after learning through semantic mapping, and to study students’
opinions of autonomous learning after learning through semantic mapping. The target group
consisted of 40 students of Mathayom Suksa 1/2 students who were studying Foundation English
(English 21102), in the second semester of the academic year 2010 at Wiangjedee Wittaya
School, Li District, Lamphun Province. The research instruments consisted of 10 lesson plans
using semantic mapping, English reading comprehension test, English vocabulary test, and the
autonomous learning questionnaire was administered after learning through semantic mapping.
The data obtained was analyzed by using SPSS/PC+ program.

The findings were as follows:

1. The average of English reading posttest (i = 24.78) was higher than the average of
the pretest (i =20.55).

2. The average of vocabulary test after the first test for 14 days ( 24.65 ) was higher



than the vocabulary posttest ( 22.45 ). It is indicated that using the semantic mapping can help
students to have the vocabulary retention.

3. The students’ opinion of using the semantic mapping was that they agreed with it at
the highest level, at the average 4.36. It is indicated the students accepted that using semantic

mapping can help them to have an autonomous learning.



