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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to understand the causes of problems and the
system of thinking of Pga k’nyau ethnic group practices in alternative education in
Nongmontha and Ban Mai communities, as well as the model and method of establishing
their community education. Additionally, to find out the direction of individual
empowerment, group activities and community-based organization in developing appropriate
alternative education in the community which integrates the socio-cultural and economic
contexts of a Pga k’nyau community. The theoretical framework of this research was based
on the educational concepts of nationalism and modernization, multi-culture, alternative
education, and intellectual villager-building

For data collection, the researcher used informal individual interviews, and focus
group discussion centered on specific questions. Questionnaires were used for some issues, as
well as observation and participation in activities. The data analysis and results are
presented below

Education in Thailand mainly aims to produce obedient citizens and develop labor
to subsidize the growth of privatization. But this has not led to a knowledge based society;
therefore, Thai education cannot respond to the needs of many ethnic groups which exist
throughout Thailand. The Pga k’nyau of Nongmontha and Ban Mai communities, who have a
strong ethnic identity stood up to manage their own education by using methods and context

appropriate to their way of life and beliefs. They wanted to protect their culture, local wisdom



and way of life integrated with agriculture and live in harmony with the forest from
generation to generation. They have been creating channels for multiple occupations amid
social changes.

The Pga k’nyau communities employed three models of alternative education
management :

1. Family and community-based education

2. School-based education

3. Youth Group-based education

Capacity-building directed at individual people, group activities and community-
based organization was divided into 2 groups as follows :

1. Self - Internal Development

2. Self- External Development

Self - Internal Development focused on community elders, local authorities,
community leaders or teachers as community role models. The younger generation
participated in activities to preserve local wisdom. For example, strengthening beliefs and
community traditions by practicing ritual ceremonies for the whole year or maintaining the
Pga k’nyau way of life or organizing learning activities that provide information e.g.
community data collection, youth group meeting .

Self- External Development, focused on empowering villagers in analyzing their
own problems, e.g. training for trainers to be community resource persons, local ethnic
network meetings, organizing community leadership study tours.

These capacity-building activities promoted both internal and external
development. They can empower villagers increase their capacity to manage their own
community. The process helped to create the intellectual villagers to be proud of themselves

and confident in solving their own problems.



