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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to describe the social support, the
behavior of AIDS and HIV clients’ relatives and the relationship between the social
support and the behavior of relatives in taking care of AIDS and HIV clients.
Fifty - two samples were the AIDS and HIV clients’ relatives who visited out-in
patient departments in Uttaradit Hospital. The samples were purposive selected. Data
was collected by interviewing, and was analyzed by using descriptive stafistics and
Pearson’s product moment correlation.

The results showed that 712, 67.3 and 57.7 percent of the samples
received the social support in the fair level in information, knowledge and advices,
and emotional but 58.8 percent of them received financial and facility support n
the poor level. Fifty —two percent of the samples had good health care behavior in

taking care of AIDS and HIV clients. There was a significant positive relationship




between the social support and taking care behavior of AIDS and HIV clients’
relatives(p<.001).

This study suggested that the hospital administrator should encourage the
health team in enhancing the social support to the AIDS and HIV clients’ relatives
in order to obtain the health care, health promotion, prevent the opportunistic
infection, appropriate rehabilitation, decreasing the complication and maintaining

normal life of the clients.




