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Abstract

This descriptive study was to assess knowledge and practice on the prevention and
control of Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever, and an Aedes larval survey. The correlation between
practice on the prevention and control of Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever and the number of
containers with Aedes larvae was also measured. Three hundred and twenty nine households
were selected by simple random sampling from Mae Ramat Subdistrict, Mae Ramat District, Tak
Province. The residents, who aged 15 years and older and were responsible for storing and
cleaning water containers in their house, were interviewed, The data collection was done during
March and April 1998. Descriptive statistics and Pearson 's Correlation Coefficient were used
for data analysis.

The results revealed that 38.3 %, 32.8% and 28.9 % of the samples had good, moderate
and poor knowledge respectively in the prevention and control of Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever.

Regarding item analysis, knowledge on the seasonal pattern of disease occurrence, morphology
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and biting time of Aedes mosquito, and anti-larval measures, except the application of Abate,
were indicated as poor. Ninety eight point five percents of them could apply appropriate anti-
larval measures for drinking-water containers but only 67.8% for non-drinking containers. As for
Aedes larval indices, there were 8.3, 30.7 and 75.7 for the container index (CI), the house index
(D), and the Breteau index (BI) respectively. There was a statistically significant relationship at
a moderate level between practice on the prevention and control of Dengue Hemorrhagic
Fever and the number of water containers with Aedes larvae (r=-0.63,P < 0.055.

The results indicated that practice of people on the prevention and control of Dengue
Hemorrhagic Fever was not effective. Since Aedes _la.rval indices remained high, a campaign for
the prevention and control of Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever only during expected epidemic
period was not enough. Instead, community and local administration should be promoted and
encouraged to get involved in prevention and control. Village compettion of achievement in the
prevention and control using Aedes larval indices as evaluative criteria will be one of useful

strategies in health promotion and disease prevention at the local level.




