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Abstract

This study aims fo investigate the r-nodels and strategies as well as conditions and
factors affecting the work of Buddhist monks in providing community services to deal with
the AIDS problem. Pra Kroo Soponpariyasuthee of Wat Doisaket, Chiang Mai Province
was selected as a case study. The gualitative method was used and data were collected by
in-depth interviews, observation and focused group discussions. Key informants were Pra
Kroo Sopeonpariyatsuthee, people who were affected by AIDS problems and people living
in Doisaket district, Chiang Mai Province. -

The study snggests that services provided by Pra Kroe Soponpariyasuthee in
his community work were both psychological and socio-econoinic supports. There were
two different approaches in his community services. The first was one-way welfare support
such as providing educational funds, material for daily use, coffins and funeral funds.

After using this methed for a period of tile, the monk realized that this kind of support



made people become dependent, waiting for help and not self-reliant, Subsequentiy, the
monk turned to a more integrated approach, combining welfare with community
developement activities such as setting up community fund, networking among monks and
among those with AIDS in the community. The community services of the monks helped
ease economic problems at a certain fevel. Mental support made these with AIDS feel
stronger and able to understand better how to create a healthy lifestyle. It also stimulated
community leaders, village committees, neighbours, and people with AIDS to develop good
understanding towards each other and help each other in solving AIDS problems.
Conditions affecting community services of the monks were social structure,
culture, education and the prevalence of AIDS in the community. Other factors were the
monk's eagerness to learn, kindness, determination in developing community,

administrative skill and supports of budget, education and human resources from

goverment and private sectors.



