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Abstraet

The objective of this qualitative study was to know the factors affecting the success of
dental health care in preschool children centers, which guided us to develop the dental health
promotion program in Mae-ta District Lampang Province. This study selected 6 preschool
children cénters. Three of them were qualified by the Broad responsible for improving dental
public health problem in the province in region 10“1, and the others were not. Data were collected
by in-depth interview in 15 child attendants and a non-participant observation of the overview
activities in preschool children centers. The data were made by a content analysis.

The study revealed that the quality of activities in all preschool children centers were not
at same level, although they were advised by their sub- district developers and health care centérs
officials in the same manner. This occurred because each preschool childiren centers had their
specific determinant factors. These could be identified in 3 major factors namely: 1) Predisposing
factors; 2) Enabling factors; and 3) Reinforcing factors. The social factor was also one of the
determinant factor. The social factors include socio-economic status, the firmness social network,
the participation of persons who had a part role in the activities of the preschool children centers.

Furtermore, all factors had interrelation with each other. As a result of being the closest to the



children, child attendants’ predisposing factor, which brought about their self inducement to do
the dental health care activities, was the most important and had the most influence on dental
health care activities in preschool children centers. These were namely the self efficacy, their
responsibilities, capability of applying the dental health care activities to conform with the other
usual activities in preschool children centers, and including the awareness of necessity of personal
development. However, whether the child attendant had success in doing dental health care
activities or not, enabling factors also play an important role. Enabling factors namely: 1)
sufficient budget; 2) proper organized infrastructures in the preschool children centres; 3) the
child developing committee who had high responsibility and effective administration and highly
respected by the community. 3) being supported from government officials in the way of sharing
some idea and leaming together. The last, reinforcing factors, such as child attendants’ pride of
being the place for study tour by other child attendants, have an important role in keeping the
quality of dental health care activities.

It was recommended that the local people in the community, the community based
organizations as well as the local government officials should had an opportunity to participate in
the development of the criteria to evaluate the success of the dental health care program in
preschool children centers. Since the life style of the north rural area people was friendly and
mutually able to work in cooperation, this would lead to achieve the good cooperation from the

community,



