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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study were fo investigate the characteristics of social
support which affect the quality of life and level of life quality of the elderly and the correlation
between social support and level of life quality among mémbers of elderly club at Wang Sai
Phun district, Phichit province. Three hundred and fifty samples were recruited through
systematic random sampling from members of that particular elderly club. The study tool was
modified Barrera and Ainlay’s profile. The modified World Health Organization’s profile of life
quality measurement. The qualitative information was corrected by focus group and indepth
interview. Descriptive statistics and content analysis were used for data analysis. The
correlation of social support and quality of life was analyzed by Pearson Correlation Coefficient.

The result revealed that elderly had social support and the quality of life was high,
Social support for the elderly studied showed moderate positive correlation with life quality level
at the significance (p<.01 r=.493) but some of the elderly had not received social support and the
overall quality of life was still low. Results from qualitative study through focus group and

indepth interview showed that social support from family, community, elderly club and



governmental and private sectors were not evenly distributed. Such as the poor elderly who did
not have permanent residence, who did not receive the occupational promotion, who had mental
problem and who did not receive living subsidy from the government.

This study suggested that the elderly club should take into action the promotion (o the
elderly occupation, grouping for mental development, useful information feeding, support for the
needs of living, especially to the poor. Meanwhile, the cooperation from the family, community
and government and private sectors is needed in health care service, health information feeding,

especially correct ways of using drugs, budget planning and occupational training,



