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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compare food beliefs and food consumption behaviors
between normal nutrition and malnutrition in HIV infected persons. The 50 subjects studied had been
infected with HIV for more than 5 years , had registered at Chiang Mai Public Welfare Office , and
were members of “Banampan” , “Jaikao Jailow” , “Fasekao” or of “Paruhas Sampan” group. The
samples were selected by using the Yamane table . The data was collected in Juiy 2000 by using
questionaires about food beliefs, food consumption behaviors and nutritional status by percentage,
mean and standard deiviation and Mann-Whitney U Test was used for statistical analysis for-
_ different nutritional samples.

The results of this study revealed that the mean of food belief and. food consumption
| behaviors of 35 HIV infected normal nutritional subjects 51.03 and 170.51 and the standard
deiviation was 3.76 and 9.21 , respectively. The 15 malnutrition cases had a mean of food beliefs
and food consumption at 50.86 and 168.20 and the standard deiviation was 5—.74 and 15.66. The
score of food beliefs and food consumption behaviors between normal nutrition and malnutrition

showed significant difference.



