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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the characteristics and components that helped
strengthen the Elderly Club of Wat Kum Nai, Khun Yuam District of Mae Hong Son Province.
The number of 178 random samples was multi-stage. The tools consisted of an interview sheet
and structurally group discussion constructed by the researcher; content valid was approved and
the reliability testing result was .78. The data derived was analyzed and descriptively presented
together with frequency, percentage and means. Content analysis was also made over the data
derived from the group discussion.

As for the Club strength, as far as the members’ participation was concerned, the
results showed that: 65.7 % of the members regularly attended the meeting to set out
plans/projects; 57.9 % of them occasionally shared their opinions regarding the Club’s activities;
60.7 % of them were informed of the Club’s balance account; 75.3 % of them contributed their
money and things to the Club; 56.7 % of them always participated in the Club’s activities. As for
the members’ needs fulfillment, 91.6 % of them received more medical care. All the activities

having been conducted were in accordance with the members’ needs; medical check-up, charity



for crematory, celebration on auspiciously traditional and religious occasions, welfare shop,
charitable activities were conducted. The Club also depended more on member resources and
their capability than those from outside. 93.3 % of the members acknowledged the Club’s
objectives; they realized that they had to depend upon one another.,

As for the components that helped strengthen the Club, the Club location was made
at Wat Kum Nai Temple since it was the community center and most of the members could easily
access when participating in the activities. The compound was large enough for any activities to
be conducted. Members consisted of people of different ages; the oldest range was 60-69. They
were in nucleus families. In terms of financial and educational components, they belonged to
similar pattems. When administrative aspect was considered, they Club had its unique structure
while roles were properly assigned to the administrative committees and all regulations as well as
annual action plans were based upon the members’ opinion and supported by some public and
private organizations.

For suggestions to be made in order to strengthen the Elderly Club, the Club location
should be at the community center since the members could easily access when conducting
activities, the members should consist of those that were from different age groups and should
mainly consist of a certain strong members, the Club activities to be participated should be in

accordance with the members’ needs .



