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ABSTRACT

The objective of this phenomenological qualitative study was to examine the attitudes
of community leaders towards people living with HIV/AIDS at Pae Jaroan village, Na Sai
subdistrict, Li district, Lamphun province. Seven community leaders, one HIV/AIDS person and
his wife were the key informants. Data collection was made through in-depth interview and
participatory observation and analyzed by content analysis.

The results showed negative attitudes of community leaders towards people living
with HIV/AIDS. The community leaders gave correct HIV/AIDS meaning, transmission,
protection and treatment. But they misunderstood on some points such as the transmission of HIV
which was thought to be mosquito bite, wound and discharge contact, using the same glasses for
drinking ,living together. With regard to cognitive domain. it was thought that the family
members of HIV persons were also HIV positive and transmit to others. For affective domain,
they felt panic, disgust, uneasy to talk, work, eat or live with HIV persons. Therefore their
expressions were to avoid, resist, unaccept the HIV persons and their families. However, A higher
educated leader showed her empathy. sympathy and helped to solve problem for those HIV

persons and the families.



This study indicated that the community leaders lacked of understanding especially
on the transmission of HIV, which was thought to be mosquito bite. Continuous training of
community leaders is needed in order to enhance their potential in taking effective care to HIV

persons and their families.



