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Abstract

The study “The Concept of an Ecological City and the Sustainable
Environmental Management of Chiang Mai” had two objectives : (1) to study the
concept of ecological city and sustainable environmental management of Chiang Mai;
and (2) to present guidelines of the sustainable environmental management of Chiang
Mai.

This study was a multiple qualitative research, which integrated 3 data
collection methods, i.e. the technique of Ethnographic Delphi Future Research (EDFR)
to obtain information required, by using the tecniques of in - depth interview with an
open - ended interview form, which concluded contectual framework of development
and environmental problems, and also case study of ecological cities - Davis and
Curitiba. According to those methods, rounded - table seminar and focus group
discussion were conducted.

Study area covered urban, where has been in the Chiang Mai municipality ,

suburban and corridor of the city, giving priority to historical and cultural heritages. The



length of the study had started from June 1897 till December 1998. Population of this
study consisted of people who lived in the city, such as government officers, NGOs,
slum dwellers, hill - tribes, foreigners, buddhist monks, etc,. Groups of samples are
classified into 7 groups : (1) scholars in the field of urban development planners;
(2) urban planners, architectures and landscape architecture; (3) policy makers and
decision makers in urban management and environmental management;
(4} businessmen; (5) NGOs; (6) Buddhist monks, Christian Fathers and Muslim leaders;
and (7) people in various careers.

This study had integraied a holistic approach to cover 3 dimensions :
(1) the guidetine of an ecological development and the sustainable environmental
management of Chiang Mai under the concept of an ecological city; (2) economic
development of Chiang Mai and its problems in any period of time, which were
classified in chronological orders by the National Economic and Social Development
Plans: and (3) social and community development plans, especially the Chiang Mai
Civil Society, which giving priority to local wisdom and local culture.

Collected data were subsequently classified, categorized, analysed,
synthetized and syncronized on the basis of conceptual framework, which covered a
concept of sustainable development, an ecological city and their applicability under the
paradigm of Chiang Mai and Thailand. According to those concepts, the Agenda 21,
the New Constitution (1997) and the National Economic and Social Development Plans
vol. 8 (1997 - 2001), were considered as part of the frame conditions

~ The study showed that, the sustainable environmental management of Chiang
Mai as an ecological city, were upon the cooperation of its people and a pluralistic
development approach. inter agency cooperation were found necessary between the
Chiang Mai Manucipality, the Provincial Hall Office and Chiang Mai Administration
Organization as the government sector, Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, Chiang Mai
Industry Council, etc,. as business sector and local interested groups, urban
communities networks, stakehoiders, temple layman groups, woman groups, natural

conservation groups, and various professional groups etc,. as people sector.



Accordingly, urban people, interested groups, stakeholders and partnerships,
especially, urban people who has long promoted community based development as a
means towards a good social network, should play a significant role in good
governance, through people’s participation and direct democracy or horizontal
administration, which have not only transparency, but also accountibility as well. In
practice, people from all walk of life, were the motive forces in urban community
development and should have a big role in strengthening its organizations, both urban
communities committees and urban communities networks, in order to establish the
Chiang Mai Civil Society Organization.

In political aspects, the Chiang Mai Manucipality should respect the whole
system as a unit, and working closely with communities committees, urban communities
networks, and the Chiang Mai Civil Society Organization. The manucipality shouid have
a longterm master plan which is would be more practical, in accordance with the
concepts of sustainable development and a holistic development approach, that would
integrate economic development with social and ecological, according to fair
management of local natural resources, with an emphasis on the natural cairying
capacity.

In economic aspects, both public and business sectors that ran Chiang Mai
infrastructure development projects, or any other development prdjects. should work out
action plans with others, and reduce any overlapping problems. Those activities would
save the cost of investment. Meanwhile, in implementing the projects, we should also
calculate the full value, total expenditure and the full cost of social and environmental
destruction.

Community cooperatives, saving fund groups. etc., should be formed by
community people, so as to enable the communities to become self-sufficient. This
matter would help support equal growth among urban and rural areas as a whole.
Moreover, we should allow local people to have free access to natural resources, while

protecting them from any greedy public and private sectors, who have been destroying



them, causing a negative social and environment impact without taking low degree of
responsibility.

In social aspects, we should look forward to the future generations, the
development process should be aiming at improving the quality of life, human
resources development, strict measures on drug control with law enforcement, good
public health service and higher education standard. At the same time, should conserve
our identity, ethics, traditions, beliefs, wisdom, and the community’s way of life.

In environmental aspects, should have the vision of Chiang Mai urban
development on the basis of sustainability, natural carrying capacity, and the dynamic
of local wisdom and cultural value. In development process and environment
management, should give priority to the sustainability of ecological system.

Furthurmore, should set up a highly efficient mass - transit system to serve
people from all walks of life in urban “and suburban areas. There should be strict
measures to control car parking on the road and a campaign promoting the use of
bicycles in the ancient city. According to this, should light up social awareness and
campaigning the environmental conservation and other activities. Greening the Chiang

Mai and having strict measures on environmental protection are very important..



