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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to study community attitudes toward conservation and
the perceived value of Mekong Giant Catfish in the Mae Ngad Somboonchon Reservoir; and 2) to
examine factors affecting attitudes toward and the perceived value of Mekong Giant Catfish.

Data were collected through a questionnaire survey of 241 samples. The samples included
130 fishermen registered at the Mae Ngad Somboonchon Reservoir and 111 heads of
households living in Tambon Ban Pao. Statistical analyses included frequency, percentage,
standard deviation and arithmetic mean, as well as Chi-square and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient tests.

Results indicated that the majority of villagers agree that Mae Ngad Somboonchon
Reservoir is suitable for Mekong Giant Catfish brood stock conservation, since natural Mekong
Giant Catfish populations are decreasing and artificial breeding is not yet at a productive level.
The Mekong Giant Catfish has also been used as an indicator for reservoir productivity. While
villagers believe Mekong Giant Catfish have been captured in a manner consistent with
conservation rather than depletion, they agree that rules and regulations should be applied in
order to control catching. In addition, fishermen should cooperate with government officials from

fishery and forestry departments in collecting data on Mekong Giant Catfish in the reservoir. In



terms of responsibility for conservation, some villagers believe this is the duty of fishery staff
only, while others support the idea of more participation by local people and staff of the
national park. Most villagers also support the idea that Mekong Giant Catfish breeding  shouid -
take place in the Mae Ngad Somboonchon Reservoir.

Most villagers placed a high value on government research on Mekong Giant Catfish
breeding and continuous release info the reservoir, as well as on social aspects of conservation.
Results indicated that providing information and knowledge about Mekong Giant Catfish would
stimulate awareness of local people toward Mekong Giant Catfish conservation, and that villagers
and government agencies should jointly participate in conservation activities. Moderate values
were placed on consumption and use of Mekong Giant Catfish as a symbol of the Mae Ngad
Reservoir, whereas low value placed on use of Mekong Giant Catfish as an attraction for tourists
or gatheﬁng of villagers for conservation purposes.

Factors related to attitudes toward Mekong Giant Catfish conservation included differences
in age, work experience, occupation, involvement with reservoir resources, and perception of its
economic and consumption value, which significantly affected villagers aftitudes in various ways.
Moreover, age, work experience and occupation relate to differences in perception of economic and
consumption value of Mekong Giant Catfish. Statistical analyses showed that occupation was
correlated with values placed on social and research aspects of conservation, at the 0.01
significance level. Length of time living in the area also affected attitudes, and knowledge of
Mekong Giant Catfish population levels correlated with perceptions of economic and consumption
value. Moreover, work experience correlated with perceptions of conservation, social and research
value at the 0.05 significance level.

As for conservation concerns, finding indicate that relevant govemment agencies should
conduct research on Mekong Giant Catfish breeding and provide updated information. They
should also promote extension activities such as training fishermen and their leadets to have a

more active cooperative role in conservation and study of Mekong Giant Catfish in the reservoir.



