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ABSTRACT

This study of forest resource consc.rvatiou of Lisu Khun Jae Village, Maevan Sub-
District, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province was conducted in order to study the methods and
effects of the forest resource conservation practices including the factors affecting these practices.
The method of study employed was qualitative research with data collected from written
documents and community interviews, group discussion, and participatory and non-participatory
observations. Data was later analyzed by means of data classification method to determine the
relationship between independent variables such as internal and external community factors that
may affect the practicing forest resource conservation of the Lisu villagers in Ban Khun Jae.

Results of the swtudy showed that the methods of conserving forest resource
conservation of Lisu Khun Jae village was the management of the forest as village conservation
forest. One part of the forest was declared as a sacred ground under the tradition and belief of the
village that the forest established as an A-pa-moo shrine or permanesnt spirit house is considered
a holy ground protected by the spirits. Whoever comes (o cut the trees around this site, will then

be punished by the spirits and will inflict danger 1o themselves and the village too. Another part



of the forest serves as water resource of the village and established as a conservation forest with
the rules and regulations strictly implemented for the area. There is penalty for any violators.
A village committee is also set up to supervise this section of the forest.

The results of the conservation forest management of the Ban Khun Jae community
showed that the behavior of the villagers consisted of the absence of tree cutting, rehabilitation
and maintenance of forest by reforestation, setting up forest fire lines and agro-foresty.

Both internal and external community factors were affecting the forest resource
conservation in the community. The internal community factors, traditional culture relationship
and beliefe, affected the conservation in the sense that the forest is a sacred site, while the role of
community leaders led to sitting of conservation regulations concerning its relation to the
community's economic system. The external commmunity factors, supports from governmental
and non-govermental organizations to entrance community economic development, affected the
conservation in the sense that they promoted intensive agricultural practices rather than invasion

of the forest area.



