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ABSTRACT

This research project aimed to study the impact of hand-woven garment production
processes, upon local changing socio-cultural environments, including changes from the
production from domestic consumptions to the production by means of group management and
marketing. The study focused on 6 Thai Lue villages, in Tambon Tung Kluai, King Amphur Phu
Sang, Changwat Phayao. To collect data, weavers and their vested-interest families, community
leaders were interviewed and observed; formal and informal group discussions were also arranged
and recorded.

The Thai Lue weaving tradition in Ban Kluai had its own identities, which had been
carried on through socialization processes from one generation to another. At present, Thai Lue
culture had been assimilated into Northemn Thai Culture, yet retained its own ethnic identity by
means of religious rituals and beliefs.

The changes in Thai Lue weaving tradition were derived from the weavers’s leaning
processes and the development of techniques, stimulated by influences both from within and

outside. Such changes, However, were step by step, and with no negative effects on community



resources and environments. The villagers were well aware of local natural resources, and used
them with meticulous care. From this study, we had learned about the villager’s working
processes, their ways of thinking basing on local traditions, including attempts to solve local
problems with the help of their own knowiedge and potentials, for the sustainable socio-economic

development.





