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Abstract

The Study on Lisu Folk Beliefs and Forest Management: A Case Study of Doi
Chang Village, Amphoe Mae Suai, Changwat Chiang Rai was conducted in order to study
and understand folk beliefs. These explain relationship between man and nature.

The study is based on qualitative data collected from documents, interviews, and
participatory observations. Through a cultural analysis, the data are analyzed to understand
forest use and conservation of forest.

The results of this study found that the Lisu’s beliefs explain Wusa as the creator or
the “high god”. Idama is the guardian to protect earth water and forest. Ar Pa Mu, the
village guardian spirit , whose domain is the village as a whole. This spirit protects the
village by keeping out all evil and disease. These beliefs play key roles for guiding local

forest usage’s, land clearing, and for designating sacred forest boundaries and conservation.



