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Abstract

The Hmong, Thailand’s third largest ethnic group in the highlands have long been
represented by the society at large as a forest-destroyer. However, this collective image was
recently transformed and the Hmong have constructed their new identity in natural resources
management context as forest guardians and conservationists. This study argues that the
construction of this recent representation stems from the tribe’s own cultural capital and was
shaped by their cultural producers as an instrument in their hegemonic discourse with the state
agencies,

Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital was applied to examine the relationship between
Hmong cultural capital, the political economy of the symbolic power and their attempt to produce
and accmulate symbolic power through their practices of representation in everyday life.

The study focuses on Hmong leaders, academics, NGOs, as actors in the process of

- Hmong cultural production.




