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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this critical study was to find
out the true concept of the doctrine of RKarma, its
meaning, points of similarities and differences in
Buddhist and S&hkhya-Yoga philasophy.

The results of this critical study revesaled
that both philosophies agfee on the point that the law
of Xsarma 1is thellaw of cause and effect applied in

morality. Both philosophies believe that Karma is the



cause of rebirth and agree that Karms has a dominant
role in determining the nature and circumstances of
human 1ife. What a man will be whether in happiness or
in suffering. in his present life,depends on what he did
in the past and is doing”at present. What he will be
in the future, depends on the sorts of Karma accumulated
in the past and the present.

However, it was found that both philosophies
hold sbme different views in regard to the quality of
Karma, and its function and some other details. For
example, while Buddhism holds thst all kinds of
unwholesome deeds are not recommended, Safkhys-Yoga
holds that if they are in . God’'s favour (Iévara),
Actions may be recommended. Besides , Buddhist
philosophy maintains that the law of EKarma exists by
its owuwn naturé, it depends neither on God nor on
others. But Sankhya-Yoga holds that the law of Karma
is the law determined by God (Isvara). He 1is its
Lord. God, however, is in favour of the aspirants who
are devoted to him. He will fulfill the aspirant’'s
desires and help them liberated. According to Buddhist
philosophy what & men will face in life, depends on

what he did both in the psst snd the present.



f

According to SEnkhya-Yoga philosophy, man depends on
both his own Karma and the grace of God.

In short, it was found that the doctrine of
Karma is_accepted and regarded by both philosophies as
~the law of.cause and effect and the law of morality,
that plays a significant role in the universe and the
‘human life. The difference was found only on sone
pﬁints of details not on the general aspects of the law

of Karma.



