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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to identify competencies necessary for working as
teachers of mentally retarded students (2) to measure current competencies levels of teachers of
mentally retarded students (3) to investigate the relationship between competencies and job success
perception of teachers of mentally retarded students.

A correlational research design was used. The target population was 831 teachers of
mentally retarded students from 23 schools of Division of Education for the Disabled, Department
of General Education, Ministry of Education. A total of 604 completed questionnaires were
returned, for a response rate of 70.97 %. The research instruments consisted of 4 measures ; (a
demographic questionnaire, (2) a questionnaire measuring the necessary and the current levels of
competencies (3) the NEQ-FFI personality inventory and (4} a job success perception questionnaire.
Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and a correlational analysis.

The findings were as follow :

1. The competencies neéessary for working as teachers of mentally retarded students
include 40 competencies, divided into 4 groups : 13 items of knowledge, 5 items of skills, 11 items
of abilities and 11 items of personality traits. The levels of necessity to be competent teachers were

in high to highest levels for all competency itemns.



2. The current competency levels of 604 teachers of mentally retarded students are in
moderate to high levels for all items of knowledge and skills, moderate to high levels for ten items
and low to moderate levels for one items of abilities. The levels of self-assessed personality traits
were in moderate to high levels for most items ; while the result from the NEO-FFI was only in a
moderate level for all five dimensions of personality.

3. Thelevels of knowledge, skills, abilities and personality of teachers of mentally

retarded students were significantly related to job success perception (p <.01).



