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Abstract

This thesis entitted "Philosophical Thought from Lanna Rice Rituals" aims to
study philosophical thoughts on human life and the world found in Lanna rice rituals,

ideal human interaction with the world, and the Summum Bonum of human life.

The research has been conducted with the help of collecting data from
various sources , such as ancient scriptures, ceremony documents, textbooks and
other academic documents relevant to rice rituals , including the interviews of the
masters of rice ritual conductors , village leamed farmers and experts in Lanna

studies.

The collected data then were served to be categorized accordingly, and
thoroughly analyzed. From these data analysis, it has been conceived that the
rice rituals are , in fact , a significant expression of human beings with philosophical
concept underltined in relation to the supematural beings that are referred to in the
rituals. These rituals are basically performed by human beings to plead the
supernatural power in order to protect them , together with their families and
communities for their safety , peace and security. These Lanna rice rituals are
influenced , more or less , by popular and original belief of the spirits and souls,

Brahmanism, Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism.



1. From the Lanna people's view point of the nature of the world and
human beings, the researcher has found and founded two study remarkable

points :

1.1 On the nature of the world, it has been found that the Lanna
people believe that the world is assembled properly by the essential elements due
to its causational factors. But the world in reality , according to the Lanna people's
view point is composed of 2 worlds ; the natural world to be directly experienced
and the supernatural one beyond the act of touching. These two levels of the world
are related to each other, in such a complicated manner that they could not be
separated. The supernatural wold means extensive and significant entities for the
Lanna people's way of life such as morale, evil sprits, deities, the Buddha and Naga.
In addition, the Lanna people also perceived the on-going situations of the world
stemmed from the supematural power, auspicious principles , and the principle and

law of the Nature itself.

1.2 On human nature, this work has shown that each human being
is the component of both the natural and the superatural in itself , which is
consisted of the physical , mental and morale , while the morale (khwan) is in the
most important principle invested in man's physical and mental. Morale itself is a
component, special power or force that generates strength or soul power connected

to the human physigue.

2. From the study of Lanna people's view point of human behaviour value ,
the researcher has conceived several ethical concepts in terms of human
behaviour in multiple layers and dimensions. One of the prominent is that they view
each value as something related to the factor conducive to the absoclute entity itself.
This has to be viewed from their own experienced development from the imperfect to

the perfect being. As a result, the relationship of two principles of the value can not



be entirely separated , the theoretical as well as practical value. That is, any work
done will be valuable only it is beneficial to human being and to be referred

basically to Buddhism as well.

3. On ethical norms for human interaction interrefation with the world, there
are the most important features : the gratitude and the respect for their benefactors,

the fear from all kinds of sins, and the last is to suppert Buddhism.

4. On Summum Bonum , the research has found that secularism has been
held basically in their aims of ritualistic life , but at the same time, what they have
traditionally practiced could be on its functionalism and should guided to the

development of wisdom for the sake of their perfectionism and transcendentalism.



