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ABSTRACT

The aim of the thesis is twofold, first to study the form and contents of the ancient Lanna
law, and second, to study women'’s status therein. The 25 manuscripts of the ancient Lanna law
have been studied. It is found that this ancient law is mainly composed of three parts: the
introduction, the body of contents, and the ending. The introduction parts always mention the
Royal House of Mangrai. The ending denotes the copying date and names of writers or copyists.
There are two kinds of manuscripts, the perfect and the imperfect ones. Manuscripts with perfect
contents consist of 5 groups of law, namely, ruling law, judging methods, family law, civil law,
and criminal law. The imperfect ones consist of less than 5 groups of law with addition of
religious anecdotes, tales, chronicles, proverbs, and previous cases. The contents of these
imperfect manuscripts are always scattered and unsystematic.

It is found in the ancient Lanna law that women’s status is highly respected in the family
law. Women have rights to take care of family and to manage all the family properties due to the
Lanna cultures and beliefs especially the belief in matriarchic ancestral spirits. Males have to
move to women’s family and pay respect to women’s ancestral spirits after marriage. However, it
is also found that women’s status is quite low in other groups of this ancient law. Women have
no role in ruling, no rights in various aspects. Moreover, women’s are highly controlled and
severely punished by the ancient law. This is due to the influence of the Indian’s Dharmasastra
Law which severely restricted women’s rights, roles, freedom and status. Another influence is

that the law is issued by men thus reflects the patriarchic society.



