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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate the nature of the teaching
strategies used in English language classrooms among primary school teachers. The
focus of the study was to explore the current strategies for teaching English
vocabulary used by primary school teachers at Sacred Heart School, Chiang Mai. The
sample population consisted of 15 Thai primary school teachers who teach English at
Sacred Heart School, Chiang Mai. The data were collected by means of a
questionnaire which consisted of two parts: respondents’ educational background,
experience, professional development, current duties and responsibilities and
respondents’ English vocabulary teaching strategies. The responses were scored and

analyzed in percentage. The findings were as follows:

1. Vocabulary Instruction
It was found that the teaching of English vocabulary for students at the
Sacred Heart Primary school is a well-balanced curriculum, carried out through all
four skills of language learning, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Furthermore, the vocabulary instruction was given through both direct method,

association between form and meaning, and indirect method, provision of
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communicative contexts. In addition, students participate and perform in the learning
activities individually as well as in group. It was concluded that while the vocabulary
learning strategies were appropriate and motivating for primary students, the activities
were not designed to be in a cumulative process so that students’ learning in one
lesson can contribute to another lesson. Moreover, the teachers still play a central role
in the learning activities. It was recommended that teachers’ roles be reduced to
become those of facilitators and the lessons be designed with students independently
engaging in various communicative contexts among themselves not with the teacher

as the center.

2. Professional Development
The findings reveal favorable educational background, experience,
professional development, and current duties and responsibilities of the respondents.
However, the findings indicate that an increase in school general support can lead to
a higher level of productive relationship and academic competence among the

teachers.

More research on education development should be conducted in the future.



