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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1} to investigate the background knowledge of Thai women about female
monks and 2) to examine their attitudes towards the acceptability of the ordination of female monks in Thailand,
The data for the study were obtained from questionnaire responses of 100 female students from Rajabhat [nstitute

Chiang Mai and the results were analyzed statistically by using mean, standard deviation, and Chi-Square test.

Firstly, it was revealed that respondents’ background knowledge regarding Thai bhikkhuni ranges from “full” to
“little” knowledge. Respondents reported having full knowledge about the four main pillars of Buddhism:
bhikkhus, bhikkhunis, laymen, and laywomen. Some respondents reporting having some knowledge about the
differences between nuns and bhikkhunis. However, respondents reported having little knowledge about Thai
bhikkhunis. Secondly, it was shown that respondents were found to coincide in their attitudes towards al} three
aspects regarding rights and freedom of female monks, potential contribution to the socicty, and potential
contribution to the religious institution. They agreed strongly on the issue of the rights for bhikkhunis to engage in
all religious activities. They also showed strong agreement on the issue of bhikkhunis’ potential contribution to the
Thai society. Moreover, they showed moderate agreement on bhikkhunis® potential contribution to the promotion of
Buddhism. However, respondents were found to have different attitudes towards specific issues on female monks’
contribution to the social and religious institutions. They showed less agreement on the issue of bhikkhunis® ability
to draw more temple goers or merit makers and strongly disagreed on the issue of the freedom for bhikkhunis to live

in the same residence as bhikkhus.



VI

It was concluded that respondents’ background knowledge and attitudes towards the ordaining of women into
monkhood can be explained in terms of their upbringing as well as their education and socialization process. In
general it appears that respondents possess only general background knowledge in Buddhism and male monks but
not much when it involves Thai female monks. Those who were more aware of Thai bhikkhunis and their status as
monks probably have had more exposure or direct experience with bhikkhunis and, therefore, more inclined to

support or oppose the movement.



