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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to identify the factors that make students cohabit, to
study the cohabitants’ satisfaction, and to examine the cohabitants’ expectations after
graduation. One hundred cohabiting students at RIT Lampang campus were selected by purposive
sampling, and 30 students were interviewed. A set of questionnaires and a set of open-ended
questions for interview were used in data collection. The statistical techniques that were

employed in data analysis were percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The results of the study from the questionnaire showed that love and affection was the
main cause for some students to cohabit. The rest stated that they cohabited because of loneliness
and isolation in a new environment, educational support, sexual needs, economic reasons and
imitating peers or models. Some more causes found in the interview were being pestered, having
the same interest, feeling bored with the ex lover, being insuited by friends and being raped.
Almost all respondents were satisfied with their cohabitation except one girl who was raped.
When asked about their expectations after graduation, more than half of them were not certain

whether to further or to end the relationship with their partners; almost half of them planned to
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marry their partners, and a few would end their cohabiting. According to an interview, the
respondents’ answers were the same as those in the questionnaire except one expectation was that

their relationship depended on their lovers, whether to keep on the relationship or to end it.



