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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were to examine the issue of
narcissism in the novel Behind the Painting through the two main characters, Noppon
and Momratchawong Kirati, as well as to demonstrate the causes and consequences of
narcissism by using the psychological theory of narcissism as the framework of this

study.

The results of this study reveal that Noppon and Momratchawong Kirati
manifest the majority of narcissistic characteristics. Noppon, in his youth, displays
narcissism, as he is an adolescent still in puberty. Noppon’s narcissistic behavior
involves self-centredness, self-seeking, self-importance, and selfishness. However,
Noppon becomes less narcissistic and more mature in the later chapters of the novel
because of the environmental change in his life and the support of his family. As for
Momratchawong Kirati, her narcissistic behavior results from a dysfunction in
relationships in her family. Momratchawong Kiratis was born in a royal family. Her
father is not only domineering and manipulative towards his wife and children, but he
also strictly adheres to the royal tradition. Momratchawong Kirati’s father keeps her
secluded and does not allow her to contact with anybody in the society. Thus, this
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causes her to have a deep wound inside her. To compensate for the wound,
Momratchawong Kirati develops her narcissistic style which involves the creation of
a self-image preoccupied with beauty, appearance, and ideal love; selfishness, lack of
empathy; dependence on others; self-promotion; sensitivity; and hostility.
For Momratchawong Kirati, relationships become controlling and manipulative.
Momratchawong Kirati has struggled with narcissism all of her life. Unlike Noppon,
she cannot emerge from the narcissistic stage of life because she has never received
familial love and support, especially from her father. Finally, this narcissism results in
the death of Momratchawong Kirati because she confesses to Noppon that she loves
him. Saying, “I love you” is forbidden for narcissists because it reveals her true self
and feeling. Without the protective cover of an image, Momratchawong Kirati cannot

survive in this world. Therefore, the only way out for her is to die.



